
 
 

  GMS Staff Student Book Recommendations  
 
 

📘 GMS Administration 
Name Book Recommendation Author  

Sean Gorman The Hobbit J.R.R. Tolkien 

Kimberley Chiodi The Westing Game Ellen Raskin 

Jennifer Connell Wonder R. J. Palacia 

Donna Lacovara Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific 
Crest Trail 

Cheryl Strayed 

Kristina Curcio The Power of Un  Nancy Etchemendy 

Shane McNichol Tuesdays with Morrie Mitch Album 

Christopher Lauber The Bad Guys Aaron Blabey 

Susan Ekimoglou The Lord of the Rings J.R.R. Tolkien 

Colleen Blake Ender’s Game Orson Scott Card 

Crystal McAllister Number The Stars Lois Lowry 

Ellen Boulden The Lemonade War Jacqueline Davies 

Dana Wilson Save Me a Seat Gita Varadarajan and Sarah Weeks 

Nicholas Wright The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Young 
Readers Edition 

William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer 
illustrated by Elizabeth Zunon 

 

https://www.betterworldbooks.com/author/nancy-etchemendy/3766529


📗 4th & 5th Grade Staff 
Name Book Recommendation Author  

Kristen Cohen Wonder R. J. Palacio 

Josephine Sbrocco- Starzel Out of My Mind Sharon Draper  

Janice Boykin Charlotte’s Web E.B. White 

Madison DeFilippis The Tale of Despereaux Kate DiCamillo 

Timi Adu The Wild Robot Peter Brown 

Laney Ryan The Crossover Kwame Alexander  

Julie Kramer The City of Ember Jeanne DuPrau 

Mackenzie McKinney A Series of Unfortunate Events  Daniel Handler 

Trish Bryson Clementine  Sara Pennypacker  

Vanesa Pino Esperanza Rising Pam Muñoz Ryan 

Kristina Lott The One and Only Ivan  Katherine Applegate 

Jamie Ritucci The Wonderful Wizard of Oz  L. Frank Baum  

Natalie Wrigley The 39 Clues: Maze of Bones Rick Rioridan 

Matt Latimer A Long Walk to Water Linda Sue Park 

Giselle Kelly Bridge to Terabithia  Katherine Paterson  

Caryn Gandy Wonder R.J. Palacio 

Tony Sidoti We Dream of Space Erin Entrada Kelly 

Laila Gansert The Wizard of Oz Frank L Baum 

AnnMarie Mann From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler 

E.L. Konisburg 
 

LeaAnn Devereaux Holes Louis Sachar 



Roy Bond Because of Winn-Dixie Kate DiCamillo 

Gina Bruno Maniac Magee Jerry Spinelli 

Cindy Kumpel Lemonade War/Lemonade Crime Jacqueline Davies 

Agatha Nagas Dreamers Yuyi Morales 
 
 

📙 6th–8th Grade Staff 
Name Book Recommendation Author  

Melissa Christinzio The Catcher in the Rye  

Kelly Malone Escape from Mr. Limoncello’s Library Chris Grabenstein 

Elizabeth Reyes Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince J.K. Rowling 

Maureen McDonnell The Lightning Thief  Rick Riordan 

Dana Seternus A Wrinkle in Time Madeleine L’Engle 

Jamie Schili The Wrecker’s  Lain Lawerence 

Jennifer Segrest The Count of Monte Cristo Alexandre Dumas 

Spencer Homan The Fog Caroline B. Cooney 

Lisa Sosna Out of My Mind Sharon M. Draper 

Anna Barnow Wonder R. J. Palacia 

Ryan Ruble The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two 
Fates 

Wes Moore 

Brett Pedersen                 A Long Walk To Water Linda Sue Park 

Kerri Skipper Brown Girl Dreaming Jaqueline Woodson 

Rocco Tomasetto Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky Kwame Mbalia 



Melissa Bellwoar                 Tuesdays With Morrie Mitch Album 

Melissa Fagin Tears of a Tiger Sharon Draper 

Jennifer Jackson The Hobbit J.R.R Tokien 

Ann Peeke The Book Thief  Markus Zukas 

Darcy Fox-Fuchs The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Mark Twain 

Jack Ekimoglou The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe - The 
Chronicles of Narnia 

C.S. Lewis 

Cari Poppa The Hate U Give Angie Thomas 

Colin MacAdams Salt to the Sea Ruta Sepetys 

Emma Billings The Selection Series Kiera Cass 

James Kehler Bless the Beasts and the Children Glendon Swarthout 

Melissa Freedman Cross Over Kwame Alexander 

Lauren Archut Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone J.K. Rowling 

Cristina Crocetti Restart Gordon Korman 

 
 

🎨 Specials 
Name Book Recommendation Author  

Frank Alloway Story of Baseball Coloring Book E. Lisle Reedstrom 

Riley Thorndike Close to Shore Micheal Capuzzo 
 

Jason Melfi Robinson Crusoe Daniel Defoe 

Michael Hart The Outsiders S.E. Hinton 



Lori Athey Soul Surfer  Bethany Hamilton, Rick Bundschuh, and Sheryl 
Berk 

Jason Puskar Bad Boy Walter Dean Myers 

Katie Ventura The Alchemist Paulo Coelho 

Katelyn Doherty The Hunger Games Suzanne Collins 

Briana Graham Stargirl Jerry Spinelli 

Raquel Cintron-Cardozo El capibara con botas Mira Canion 

 
🎓 Guidance 

Name Book Recommendation Author  

Matt Anderson Slam! Walter Dean Myers 

Kelly Peck Bridge to Terabithia Katherine Paterson 

Kristen Charles The One and Only Ivan Katherine Applegate 

 
 

🧠 Child Study Team 
Name Book Recommendation Author  

Brigid Devine The Last Cuentista Donna Barba Higuera 

Rebecca Klein The Fault in Our Stars John Green 

Kelsey Damato The Seventh Most Important Thing Shelley Pearsall 

 
🛠️ Support Staff 

Name Book Recommendation Author  



Karen McGlinn When Stars are Scattered Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed 

Lisa DePrince The Hunger Games Suzanne Collins 

Mary Rice Little Women Louisa May Alcott 

Sharon Dagney Percy Jackson Series Rick Riordan 

Tiffany Glassman The Giver  Lois Lowry  

 


