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“The Best Way to Discover 
What’s New in Your World ”

• Twitter?
– A mainstream microblogging site with 175 million 

registered users creating 95 million tweets per day 
as of September 2010

– Twitter has gone viral in schools across the world
– 57% of schools in the US have opened a twitter 

account (2009 Blohm & Associates) and more than 
half of them report that they struggle to use the tool 
effectively



Administrators use twitter to -

• Push out emergency notifications
• Share staff and student successes
• Alert key stakeholders on a variety of topics
• Generate support of new initiatives
• Build professional learning networks
• Foster relationships with the community





Teachers use twitter to -

• Communicate expectations to students
– Homework assignments
– Reminders of upcoming deadlines
– Study tips
– Ticket out the door activities
– Read, revise and write activities
– Building a body of work – SAT word of the day

• Communicate with parents 
• Build professional learning networks





Professional Learning Network

• Connect with other educators
• Follow conferences and events
• Find great links and resources
• Ask for advice
• Track current events in education
• Follow education news
• Communicate with experts
• Go mobile
• Model communication skills to students



Professional Learning Network



Getting started?

• How do I start using Twitter?
– Just log-in to www.twitter.com, sign-up for an 

account and get started—no fees, no fuss. All 
you need to start is a valid email address

– Once you are registered, set-up your profile 
and security settings

– Make the follow or not to follow decision
– Make the private or public decision
– Learn some of the lingo



• Be able to articulate why you want to do this 
• Check out what other schools are doing
• Keep it simple
• Keep it pleasant
• Plan and prioritize your communications
• Control the flow of data
• Limit to 120 characters to encourage re-tweeting 
• Use http://tinyurl.com to link to articles or web pages
• Link to your district site for expanded coverage
• Plan your roll-out – staff training and community notifications, 

rss feeds,and smartphone apps

Starting thoughts
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Presentation available on 
http://www.gcsd.k12.nj.us/technology.htm


